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Project 3: A Critical Supplement 

As much as it evaluates and passes judgment on 
architecture, architectural criticism works to provide 
explanations and stories that supplement or go along with 
architectural objects.  This supplement connects buildings 
to historical narratives and critical discourses, makes 
perceptible the invisible aspects of architecture and offers 
explanations of what architecture might mean and how this 
meaning can be attached to material objects. 

03.01.01 

Visit the site you have selected, take pictures, measure and 
collect information as needed to study it. 

03.01.02 (in section report 04/02)

Research the history, theoretical engagements and technical 
development of your chosen project.  When was it built? 
By who and for what reason? What are the important 
architectural ideas that drive the project? How are they 
manifest? 

Find at least one additional text that relates to your project 
and choose one or two concepts presented in class that 
provide a perspective from which to analyze your project. 
These concepts should be materially manifest in your 
building in a way that can be diagramed and represented 
graphically. 

03.02.01 

Produce original diagrams of your building that illustrate 
your analyses and show how the project is organized by the 
concept(s) you have chosen to study. 

03.02.03 (due 04/16) 

Produce a pamphlet or brochure that goes with your chosen 
building and provides a critical supplement.  A person with 
only limited knowledge of architecture should be able to 
take your pamphlet with them to the site of your building 
and understand the significance of what they are seeing 
in your terms. Provide information on where to find the 
building, its history and how it represents the important/ 
interesting architectural concepts you studied.  The 
pamphlet should include your original diagrams, original 
photographs you have taken and as much text and other 
graphics as you need to explain the building and your 
analysis.  

Your pamphlet should be laid out on exactly 374 square 
inches of paper (two letter sized sheet printed on both 
sides, on tabloid sheet, a strip of paper 8.5” X 22”, etc. ) and 
should be folded as needed to be covenant to carry to the 
site and read while looking at the building.  Your pamphlet 
should be able to be printed in black and white and Xeroxed 
easily and without loosing important information. 









Seagram Building
Mies van der Rohe



Lever House
Gordon Bunshaft/ 
Skidmore Owings and Merrill



The High Line
Diller Scofidio + Renfro



Flatiron Building 
Burnham and Root



Whitney Museum of American Art
Marcel Breuer



Uninted Nations Headquarters
Le Corbousier



Starrett-Lehigh Building
Cory and Cory



Guggenheim Museum
Frank Loyd Wright



Ford Foundation
Rosche, Dinkeloo



Hearst Building
Foster and Partners



HL23
Eric Owen Moss



Morgan Library
Renzo Piano



American Folk art Museum 
Todd Williams and Billy Tsien 



Austrian Culturial Forum
Raymond Ibrahim



Bobst Library
Philip Johnson



Bayard-Condict Building 
Louis Sullivan 



Barclays Center
SHoP Architects 



ICI Building
Frank Gehry


