
1951 platoro dam

1935 el vado dam

1963 abiquiu dam

1934 isleta diversion

1934 san arcadia diversion

1947 american dam

1919 leasburg dam

 1938 caballo dam

1916 elephant butte dam

1979 galisteo dam

1975 cochiti dam

Borderland:
a line constructs the landscape 

MIGraTIon
thousands of people move across the border each day. these migrations range from routine 
commutes from homes on one side of the border to work on the other to desperate bids to cross 
illegally in hopes of exchanging one life for another. in setting up conditions of disequilibrium the 
border creates powerful pulls on people to cross as workers, migrants or immigrants. the rate of 
this migration is an important index of the action of the state the two cultures it separates.

enVIronMenT and eColoGY
not only does the physical infrastructure of the border cut across ecosystems, interrupting the 
migration of animals and the flow of water, it also sets up a differential between two regimes of 
land use. With growing suburbs in us side, manufacturing in mexico and agriculture on both the 
border becomes a hinge point for a range of stressed ecological dynamics.

Border ConSTraInTS
in addition to preforming the practical work of controlling the movement of people and material 
across the border the marking, enforcing and policing of the border provides a theater in which 
anxieties about national security and cultural identity are played out. the making of the border 
becomes a task of surveying, surveilling and controlling not only people but the landscape itself.

Border PerMeaBIlITY
the border is not an impermeable barrier.  in order to function it must be selectively porous. 
Whether through the planned and officially sanction exchanges of trade and legal migration or 
the subversion of smugglers, traffickers and other interlopers the border is open and constantly 
opening even as attempts are made to harden and close it.

THe rIo Grande
[development and manipulation]
the eastern part of the border between the united 
states and mexico runs along the rio grande. at 
1,885 miles long, the rio grande is the fourth-
longest river system in the united states. in 1905 the 
department of the interior undertook the rio grande 
project, which would eventually supply irrigation 
water to 178,000 acres of land and electrical power 
to surrounding industrial areas. today the project 
consists of six diversion dams, 139 miles of canals, 
456 drains, and a hydroelectric power plant. 

the rio grande basin encompasses 234,737 miles 
of territory in both mexico and the united states. 
as both a border and a source of water and waste 
management for a growing population, the physical 
manipulation of the rio grande and its watershed 
reflects and reveals the continuous negotiation 
between the nations.

drouGHT SeVerITY
the border zone continues 
to grow in population, 
with migrations from both 
american states in the north, 
and mexican states in the 
south, resulting in an increase 
in pressure on this already 
stressed resource. in light of 
these trends, the allocation 
and conservation of water 
must be carefully considered 
to reduce conflict between the 
nations.

1.
rIVerS and WaTer
the eastern section of the border runs along the rio grande from Juárez/el paso to the gulf 
of mexico. the rio grande Watershed provides irrigation and daily water supply for cities in the 
southwest and along us/mexican border. in following the course of the river the border bisects 
the river’s watershed causing tension over water rights, usage and pollution in a chronically dry 
landscape.

CondITIonS aT THe Border

rIo Grande TranSforMaTIon
[history and impact]

uS/MeXICo TerrITorY CHanGeS

us/meXico territories 1840

us/meXico territories 1845

us/meXico territories 1853

atchison topeka and santa Fe railroad system 1884
library oF congress

sketch oF the rio grande drainage 1896
utep special collections maps

PoPulaTIon TrendS:

PoPulaTIon GroWTH IMMIGraTIon To unITed STaTeS
Juárez

undocumented workers
El Paso contracted laborers

legal immigrants

the treaty of 
guadalupe hidalgo 
is signed, ending the 
mexican-american 
War. mexico cedes 2/3 
of its territory (what 
would be present day 
tX, ca, nv, ut, and 
parts of co, aZ, nm, 
and Wy). 

1848 the present 
day  border between 
Juárez/el paso is 
established.  

the gadsden 
purchase ensures 
a southern route 
and terminus for us 
railroads through 
arizona and new 
mexico south of the 
gila river.

1853 the present day 
us/mexico border is 
established. 

chinese labor is 
reduced because of 
the chinese exclusion 
act leading railroad 
companies to search 
for alternative 
labor sources. 
mexican workers are 
increasingly recruited.   

mexican central 
railroad opens, 
connecting mexico city 
to the us via Juárez/el 
paso.

train service 
established to mexico 
city, nuevo laredo 
and piedras negras.

increasingly, mexican 
americans work for 
the railroads. railroad 
construction continues 
throughout the early 
20th century

the 28 mile Franklin 
canal carries water 
to el paso valley with 
a capacity of 325 
cubic feet per second.  
Water from the canal 
serves 17,000 acres 
of land in the upper 
portion of the valley.

1889 the international 
boundary  and 
Water commission 
(ibWc) is formed. 
the commission 
was set up to ensure 
distribution of the 
waters from the 
rio grande and 
colorado rivers to 
either side of the 
border. this includes 
the regulation and 
conservation of the 
rivers, operation 
and maintenance of 
international storage 
dams and reservoirs, 
and monitoring water 
quality.  

The uS/Mexico border traverses the north american continent from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific 
ocean. at 1,952 miles it is the ninth-longest border in the world and the most tightly controlled border 
of its length. The landscape of uS/Mexico borderlands is an exemplary 21st century text that reflects, 
represents, and reveals the conflicting demands and imperatives of the relationships between the two 
nations and the global economy.

there are two different regimes under which the border is marked and constructed. the eastern half of the 
border follows the course of the rio grande until the river turns north into the united states at the Juárez/
el paso metro region. this section of the border was established with the annexation of the then-independent 
republic of texas in 1845, having historically formed border of texas or coahuila y tejas territory. in the case of 
the river, the existing landscape feature was re-signified as a political border. this border responded in parallel 
to the shifting vagaries of the landscape, and the river re-inscribed the location of the border during periods 
of flooding and drought. Where the river meets the southern end of new mexico at the Juárez/el paso metro 
region, the border was projected west along a straight line, established by the treaty of guadalupe hidalgo in 
1848 and marked with a series of obelisks, crossing deserts, arroyos, rivers and mountain ranges, ending at 
the california coast. this abstract conception of the border is indifferent to the landscape it divides. over time, 
political attitudes have changed with regard to migration and trade, leading to a continuous re-writing of both 
conditions. in 1933, the rio grande rectification treaty was signed by mexico and the us, and the rio grande 
was straightened and encased in an open concrete canal. the rectification of the river defined the border by 
preventing further shifting and avulsions of the riverbed during floods. as the western portion of the border 
undergoes similar “hardening”, the friction between the projected line and the landscape through which it 
passes is amplified. this case is best exemplified by the filling of smuggler’s gulch, a canyon used by migrants 
and drug smugglers near tijuana. in a massive earthmoving project completed in 2006, smuggler’s gulch was 
filled with nearly two million cubic yards of fill, and then capped with a road and fence. 

in the early 21st century, the large-scale capital investment by the us to increase security resulted in a third 
wave of reification of the border, in the form of new fences, surveillance systems, modernized ports of entry, 
and a tripling of the border patrol workforce. again, the dual regimes of the border landscape—the river and the 
abstract line—inflect and dictate how the investment is resolved both architecturally and tactically. 

the border zone has always existed as a series of exchange points between the nations. the series of paired 
cites that stretch along its length serve as both points of mixing and points of tension. things and systems that 
historically crossed the border: capital, goods, water, workers, students, wildlife and livestock, have responded 
to the current border conditions by improvising new practices and strategies, from the absurd to the deadpan, 
to the tragic and transcendental. 

While the border marks the boundary between two political systems, it cuts across a globally integrated 
economy. as neatly as the border separates two official languages it divides a dynamic and multi layered 
culture. the semi-permeable border is a charged membrane across which diffusion takes place, and against 
which enormous pressures develop.  this energized or pressurized area becomes a cultural zone with a specific 
identity, economy, landscape and culture. 

labor demands, and policy responses: cyclic trends intersect linear 
increases in population and investment in “hardening” the border.

this timeline documents changes in labor policies 
and contracts between the two nations. american 
migration policies constantly shift to adapt to fluctuating 
american labor demand. post 9-11 rhetoric cites 
the us/mexico border as a key gateway for terrorist 
infiltration of the united states, leading to an increase in 
homeland security budgets to expand the border patrol 
workforce and fund the construction of a “hardened” 
border. projecting from these trends, the increasing 
unemployment in both nations, due to the credit market 
collapse of 2008, will result in surplus labor conditions 
in mexico and a political and media backlash against 
mexican workers in the united states.

2.

3.
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BraCero ProGraM
in 1942 the united states signed 
the bracero treaty which reopened 
a channel for the legal migration of 
mexican workers into the country. 
between 1942 and 1964, millions of 
mexicans were allowed into the us 
as “braceros” to work temporarily on 
contract as farmers and ranchers.

during these years, more than 4 million 
mexican farm workers came to work 
in the united states. at the end of the 
second World War, however, mexican 
workers began to be let go from their 
jobs and were replaced with workers 
coming out of wartime industries and 
by returning servicemen. by the 1960s, 
the surplus of “illegal”, non bracero, 
agricultural workers along with the 
invention of the mechanical cotton 
harvester, made participating in the 
bracero program less practical and 
appealing to employers. this combined 
with increasing public concern at 
humanitarian violations by bracero 
employers, brought the program to an 
end in 1964.

Parque CHaMIzal
this 800 acre parcel on which 
parque chamizal is built has 
been both part of mexico and of 
the united states. the land was 
originally on the mexican side 
of the rio grande until  flooding 
shifted the course of the river, 
placing the land on the  us side.  
mexico filed a claim with the 
us in 1865 for ownership of the 
land.  however, it wasn’t until 
1963 when presidents kennedy 
and lopez agreed to split the 
land. the two countries made the 
newly-acquired spaces into public 
parks dedicated  to international 
peace and understanding.

nuMBer of Border PaTrol aGenTS

900,000 undocumented workers

450,000 contracted laborers

450

75 mounted inspectors 
are hired to protect 
the border.

1910 the mexican 
revolution begins, 
which solidifies the 
border as a place of 
refuge. thousands 
of mexican flee 
across the border 
for safety. more than 
890,000  mexican 
refuges migrate into 
the united states 
for  between 1910 
and 1920. military 
presence at Fort bliss 
increases in an effort 
to control the  border 
and keep the fighting 
from spilling into the 
us.

1916 pancho villa 
invades columbus, 
new mexico during the 
mexican revolution. 

the 1924  immigration 
act is passed 
stipulating that 
a literacy test for 
immigrants is required 
to stay within the 
us. this provision is 
waived for mexican 
immigrants alone. 

1924 in response 
to public outcry by 
nativists factions 
against mexican 
workers, the us 
border patrol is 
formed to stop illegal 
entry into the us.
initially there are only 
450 officers to police 
the borders with both 
mexico and canada.

Federal authorities 
working in cooperation 
with state and local 
officials undertake a 
series of deportation 
campaigns that 
reduce the number of 
the mexican citizens 
living in the us by 41 
percent.

1942 the bracero 
program begins; 
4.5 million mexican 
are legally contracted 
for work in the us.

us soldiers return 
from World War ii, 
which lessens the 
demand for mexican 
workers. 

1902  reclamation 
act is signed by the 
us congress. the 
act requires that 
water users repay 
the construction 
costs from which they 
received benefits.

1906 the leasburg 
diversion dam is 
constructed.

1908 the elephant 
butte dam and 
reservoir  are 
constructed.

the 13.5 mile east 
side canal carries 
water at a capacity 
of 300 cubic feet per 
second, while the 23.5 
mile West side canal 
crosses under the 
rio grande carrying 
water at 650 cubic 
feet per second. 

the riverside canal 
is 17 miles long with a 
capacity of 900 cubic 
feet per second. the 
canal carries water 
to the lower portion of 
the el paso valley and 
serves 39,000 acres 
of land. 

the mesilla diversion 
lies 40 miles north of 
el paso and diverts 
water into the east 
and West side canals.  
the percha diversion 
directs water into the 
rincon valley canal, 
which carries water 
for irrigation to the 
rincon valley. the 
canal is 28 miles long 
with a capacity of 350 
cubic feet per second.  

1925 the state of new 
mexico along with the 
us department of the 
interior formed the 
middle rio grande 
conservancy district, 
which initiated 
projects to increase 
the efficient use of the 
river. 

1933 the us and 
mexican governments 
agreed to jointly 
construct, operate 
and maintain, 
the rio grande 
rectification project, 
which straightened, 
stabilized and 
shortened the river 
boundary in the 
Juárez/el paso area.

1934 the isleta and 
angostura diversion 
dams are constructed.

1935 the san acacia 
diversion dam is 
constructed, and later  
rehabilitated in 1957.

1935 the el vado dam 
and reservoir are  
constructed and then 
rehabilitated in 1954.

1938 the american 
diversion dam and 
american canal are 
constructed.

1944 the Flood 
control act is passed. 
it authorizes the 
construction of dams 
and levees along 
us waterways by 
the army corps of 
engineers . 

1948 the caballo 
dam and reservoir are 
completed.

1951 the platoro dam 
and reservoir are 
constructed.

1953 the Jemez 
canyon dam and 
reservoir are 
constructed.

1954 the Falcon 
diversion dam is 
constructed.

franklIn Canal 1889 eaST/WeST SIde CanalS 1914 rIVerSIde Canal 1917
MeSIlla  PerCHa dIVerSIon/ 
rInCon ValleY Canal 1919 TornIllo Canal 1990

EL PASO 

JUÁREZ

EL PASO 

JUÁREZ

EL PASO 

JUÁREZ

EL PASO 

JUÁREZ

EL PASO 

JUÁREZ

TO ASIA

COCAINE

COCAINE PRODUCTION AREAS

OPIUM PRODUCTION AREAS

OPIUM

OTHER DRUGS*
*Marijuana and Methamphetamine 
are typically grown/produced 
in the US or Mexico

TO EUROPE

TO AFRICA

[TEXAS]

[CHIHUAHUA]

AVULSION* OF THE RIO GRANDE 
 

CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL

[PARQUE CHAMIZAL]

+

*a sudden cutting off of land by flood, 
currents, or change in course of a 
body of water
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druG TraffICkInG
[illegal trade across the border]
the varying economic conditions of the us/
mexico border have created a region that 
is a nexus of binational trade. hundreds of 
companies have made the mexican border 
region home to manufacturing operations 
that are among the most productive in the 
world, many of their products are then 
shipped to the us.
however illegal trade across the border has 
also increased.  trafficking and drug related 
violence has escilated over the past few 
years, as mexico has become the primary 
supplier of illegal drugs for the us.  since 
2007 there have been 9,903 drug related 
deaths in mexico alone; more than the 
combined fatalities suffered in the us iraq 
war.  (www.latimes.com]   

MaquIladora WorkerS

population 1.5 million

1.4 million maquiladora workers

550,000 undocumented workers

population 650,000

400,000 legal immigrants

20,000

8,000

1964 the bracero 
program ends, 
depriving agricultural 
laborers from mexico 
of their legal, guest 
worker status. many 
are deported and 
migrants  crossing into 
the border now must 
evade the us border 
patrol.

1964 during operation 
Wetback the us  
immigration service 
deports more than 
3.8 million people of 
mexican heritage.

1965 the border 
industrialization 
program begins; the 
first maquiladoras are 
constructed along the 
border.

el chamizal 
agreement: 600 acres 
along the rio grande 
in el paso are ceded to 
mexico.

the immigration 
and naturalization 
service starts a public 
relations campaign 
that warns of the 
dangers of illegal 
migration. 

president carter 
prescribes 
infrastructure at the 
western seven miles of 
the san diego border.  
it includes a ten foot 
chain-link fence, 
backed with flood 
lights and increased 
helicopter patrols. 

the immigration 
reform and control 
act (irca) allows 
undocumented 
workers to receive 
green cards. over 
three million people 
are legalized, because 
workers who entered 
the us before 1982 
receive amnesty.

mexico joins the 
general agreement 
on tariffs and trade  
(gatt). gatt works 
to reduce  barriers 
to international 
trade and becomes a 
precursor to the World 
trade organization.

1993 operation hold 
the line begins. 

1993 operation 
blockade (el paso, tX) 
begins. 

1994 operation 
gatekeeper (san 
diego, ca) begins, and 
becomes one of the 
largest deployment 
of enforcement 
resources in us 
history.

1998 operations 
linebacker and rio 
grande (brownsville, 
tX) begin, giving local 
law enforcement 
greater resources and 
an expanded roll in 
policing the border. 

1994 the naFta 
agreement is 
signed. the peso 
collapses, catalyzing 
an economic crisis 
in mexico. border 
populations increase 
dramatically.

unmanned aerial 
vehicles (uav’s) 
developed for use 
by the military 
for surveillance 
purposes begin to 
be used by border 
patrol personnel for 
monitoring the border 
and identifying illegal 
crossings. 

the real id act 
passes, granting 
dhs the ability to 
waive environmental,  
historical, and other 
laws that could 
interfere with the 
building of physical 
borders. 

the dhs begins 
the secure border 
initiative with goals to 
reach a total of 18,000 
border patrol officers  
by 2008 and increase 
border control 
technology through 
the development of the 
sbinet virtual fence 
system. 

2005 mexico launches 
operation secure 
mexico to control 
organized crime and 
decrease violence in 
communities that have 
housed cartel wars in 
mexico. 

2005 the border 
protection, anti-
terrorism, and 
illegal immigration 
control act is passed, 
but fails due to its 
provision that would 
potentially label 
churches, schools, 
and humanitarian 
aid organizations as 
criminal.

2005 customs and 
border protection 
(cbp) is created under 
the department of 
homeland security 
to protect the us 
border from terrorism, 
human and drug 
smuggling, illegal 
migration, and 
agricultural pests.

2006 operation Jump 
start sends 6,000 
national guard troops 
to the border. 

the department of 
homeland security 
(dhs) appropriations 
act provides $35 
million for the 
construction of the 
border fence in san 
diego.  the dhs 
projects that the san 
diego border fence 
will cost $127 million 
for its 14 mile length.

the filling of 
“smuggler’s gulch” is 
completed. at a cost 
of $96 million, the 
canyon is filled with 
earth and 4.5 miles of 
new secondary fencing 
are constructed.

1970 the Juárez 
cartel is founded 
by rafael aguilar 
guajardo.

1971 nixon announces 
the “War on drugs.”

1973 the drug 
enforcement agency 
is created.

1981 medelin cartel 
comes to power. the 
alliance includes the 
ochoa Family, pablo 
escobar, carolos 
lehder, and Jose 
gonzales rodreguz 
gacha.

1986 reagan signs 
anti drug abuse act, 
appropriating $1.7 
billion to fight the war 
on drugs.

1989 george h.W. 
bush creates the 
office of national drug 
control policy.

1993 amado carrillo 
Fuentes takes over the 
Juárez cartel.

2005 the Juárez 
cartel is the dominant 
player in central 
mexico, controlling a 
large percentage of 
cocaine trafficking 
from mexico into the 
united states. 

2006 authorities find 
the longest cross 
border tunnel in us 
history. half a mile 
in length, the tunnel 
runs from tijuana into 
california.

since 2007, the Juárez 
cartel has been 
locked in a vicious 
battle with its former 
partner, the sinaloa 
cartel, for control of 
Juárez.

since 2007 there 
have been 9,903 drug 
related deaths.

today, drug trafficking 
is a multi-billion dollar 
industry in mexico.

mexico has replaced 
columbia as the main 
supplier of narcotics 
into the us.

1962 construction 
on the san Juan 
chama trans-
mountain diversion 
project begins. at 
its completion the 
project diverts water 
from the upper 
tributaries of the san 
Juan river, through 
the continental 
divide, and into 
the rio grande 
basin primarily for 
use by the city of 
albuquerque, new 
mexico. 

1963 the abiquiu dam 
and reservoir are 
constructed.

1968 the amistad dam 
is constructed.

the 1970 i bc 
treaty resolved all 
pending boundary  
differences between 
the us and mexico, 
and established 
the rio grande and 
colorado rivers as 
the international 
boundary. it also 
provides procedures 
designed to avoid the 
loss or gain of territory 
by either country 
incident to future 
changes in the river. 

1970 the galisteo 
dam and reservoir are 
constructed.

1971 the heron dam 
and reservoir are 
constructed.

the 12 mile tornillo 
canal is an extension 
of the riverside canal 
carrying water to the 
hudspeth district at a 
capacity of 325 cubic 
feet per second. 

in 1993, american 
rivers, a us river 
conservation society 
listed the rio 
grande/rio conchos 
system as the most 
endangered river in 
the country.

1896 | MAPPING OF RIVER CHANNEL CHANGES: International (water) Boundary Commission
utep special collections maps

[NEW MEXICO] [TEXAS]

[CHIHUAHUA]
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RIO GRANDE
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RINCON VALLEY MAIN CANAL

LEASBURG DIVERSION DAM
LEASBURG CANAL

MESILLA DIVERSION DAM
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BraCero ProGraM
in 1942 the united states signed 
the bracero treaty which reopened 
a channel for the legal migration of 
mexican workers into the country. 
between 1942 and 1964, millions of 
mexicans were allowed into the us 
as “braceros” to work temporarily on 
contract as farmers and ranchers.

during these years, more than 4 million 
mexican farm workers came to work 
in the united states. at the end of the 
second World War, however, mexican 
workers began to be let go from their 
jobs and were replaced with workers 
coming out of wartime industries and 
by returning servicemen. by the 1960s, 
the surplus of “illegal”, non bracero, 
agricultural workers along with the 
invention of the mechanical cotton 
harvester, made participating in the 
bracero program less practical and 
appealing to employers. this combined 
with increasing public concern at 
humanitarian violations by bracero 
employers, brought the program to an 
end in 1964.

Parque CHaMIzal
this 800 acre parcel on which 
parque chamizal is built has 
been both part of mexico and of 
the united states. the land was 
originally on the mexican side 
of the rio grande until  flooding 
shifted the course of the river, 
placing the land on the  us side.  
mexico filed a claim with the 
us in 1865 for ownership of the 
land.  however, it wasn’t until 
1963 when presidents kennedy 
and lopez agreed to split the 
land. the two countries made the 
newly-acquired spaces into public 
parks dedicated  to international 
peace and understanding.

nuMBer of Border PaTrol aGenTS

900,000 undocumented workers

450,000 contracted laborers

450

75 mounted inspectors 
are hired to protect 
the border.

1910 the mexican 
revolution begins, 
which solidifies the 
border as a place of 
refuge. thousands 
of mexican flee 
across the border 
for safety. more than 
890,000  mexican 
refuges migrate into 
the united states 
for  between 1910 
and 1920. military 
presence at Fort bliss 
increases in an effort 
to control the  border 
and keep the fighting 
from spilling into the 
us.

1916 pancho villa 
invades columbus, 
new mexico during the 
mexican revolution. 

the 1924  immigration 
act is passed 
stipulating that 
a literacy test for 
immigrants is required 
to stay within the 
us. this provision is 
waived for mexican 
immigrants alone. 

1924 in response 
to public outcry by 
nativists factions 
against mexican 
workers, the us 
border patrol is 
formed to stop illegal 
entry into the us.
initially there are only 
450 officers to police 
the borders with both 
mexico and canada.

Federal authorities 
working in cooperation 
with state and local 
officials undertake a 
series of deportation 
campaigns that 
reduce the number of 
the mexican citizens 
living in the us by 41 
percent.

1942 the bracero 
program begins; 
4.5 million mexican 
are legally contracted 
for work in the us.

us soldiers return 
from World War ii, 
which lessens the 
demand for mexican 
workers. 

1902  reclamation 
act is signed by the 
us congress. the 
act requires that 
water users repay 
the construction 
costs from which they 
received benefits.

1906 the leasburg 
diversion dam is 
constructed.

1908 the elephant 
butte dam and 
reservoir  are 
constructed.

the 13.5 mile east 
side canal carries 
water at a capacity 
of 300 cubic feet per 
second, while the 23.5 
mile West side canal 
crosses under the 
rio grande carrying 
water at 650 cubic 
feet per second. 

the riverside canal 
is 17 miles long with a 
capacity of 900 cubic 
feet per second. the 
canal carries water 
to the lower portion of 
the el paso valley and 
serves 39,000 acres 
of land. 

the mesilla diversion 
lies 40 miles north of 
el paso and diverts 
water into the east 
and West side canals.  
the percha diversion 
directs water into the 
rincon valley canal, 
which carries water 
for irrigation to the 
rincon valley. the 
canal is 28 miles long 
with a capacity of 350 
cubic feet per second.  

1925 the state of new 
mexico along with the 
us department of the 
interior formed the 
middle rio grande 
conservancy district, 
which initiated 
projects to increase 
the efficient use of the 
river. 

1933 the us and 
mexican governments 
agreed to jointly 
construct, operate 
and maintain, 
the rio grande 
rectification project, 
which straightened, 
stabilized and 
shortened the river 
boundary in the 
Juárez/el paso area.

1934 the isleta and 
angostura diversion 
dams are constructed.

1935 the san acacia 
diversion dam is 
constructed, and later  
rehabilitated in 1957.

1935 the el vado dam 
and reservoir are  
constructed and then 
rehabilitated in 1954.

1938 the american 
diversion dam and 
american canal are 
constructed.

1944 the Flood 
control act is passed. 
it authorizes the 
construction of dams 
and levees along 
us waterways by 
the army corps of 
engineers . 

1948 the caballo 
dam and reservoir are 
completed.

1951 the platoro dam 
and reservoir are 
constructed.

1953 the Jemez 
canyon dam and 
reservoir are 
constructed.

1954 the Falcon 
diversion dam is 
constructed.
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OTHER DRUGS*
*Marijuana and Methamphetamine 
are typically grown/produced 
in the US or Mexico

TO EUROPE

TO AFRICA

[TEXAS]

[CHIHUAHUA]

AVULSION* OF THE RIO GRANDE 
 

CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL

[PARQUE CHAMIZAL]

+

*a sudden cutting off of land by flood, 
currents, or change in course of a 
body of water
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